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ADVERTISEMENT. 


Taz following plain diſcourſe, 
originally compoſed with no further 
view than to be delivered to a country 
congregation, is printed at the defire 
of many who heard it. The author 
ventures to publiſh it with the earneſt 
defire, that he may thereby in ſome 
degree ſerve the cauſe of humanity. 
He is ſenſible that he needs, and 


therefore he ſolicits, the candour of 
his readers, 


—— 
 HERREWS X141, 16. : 
But to do good, and lo communicate, forget not; . 
with ſuch ſacrifices God is well pleaſed. 
— — 
Ir is generally ſuppoſed, by che learned, that 
this epiſtle to the Hebrews, was written by the 
apoſtle Paul; and we may juſt remark; in favour 
of this concluſion, that it is formed upon the ſame 
plan with thoſe epiſiles which are unanimouſly al- 
lowed to be his. The author employs the former 
part of the epiſtle, in ſtating and illuſtrating the 
doctrines of the goſpel ;; andthe latter, in urging 
its precepts and exhortations: thus leading the 
people he addreſſes to practical religion, and ren- 
dering faith ſubſervient to obedience, An uſeful 
leſſon this, both to thoſe who inſtruct, and thoſe 
who are inſtructed. 


In this laſt chapter, the apoſtle confines himſelf 
almoſt entirely to exhortation; and, among other 
things, ſtrongly urges a hoſpitable, compaſſionate 
and liberal diſpoſition. He begins with recom- 
mending brotherly love; and, in the next place, 
kindneſs to ſtrangers; reminding the Hebrews of 
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the honour which God had conferred upon ſome of 
their anceſtors, in confequence of their hoſpitality; 
for thereby,“ ſaith he, / ſome have entertained 
angels unawares. This was eſpecially the caſe 
with Abraham, to whom, it is probable, he par- 
ticularly "refers, In the next 'verſe, he recom- 
mends compaſſion to the afflicted and perſecuted 
and, that they might not be backward to the ex- 
erciſe of this diſpoſition, he puts them in mind of 
the peculiar care of divine providence employed 
in behalf of the people of God, verſe g th, · Let 
your converſation be without covetouſneſs, and be 
content with fuch things as'ye' have; for he hath 
faid, I will never leave thee; nor forſuke thee.” 
And after interſperfing varieus precepts, to direct 
their general conduct, he returns to the ſubhect of 
Uberality and charity, in our text. But to do 

good, and to communieate forget not; ſor with 
ſuch G@crifices God is well pleaſed, © © 


11 10 worthy of remark, that the apoſtle thus 
addreffes thoſe chriſtians, who, as we find in 
other parts of this epiſtle, had been violently 
perſecuted and greatly impoveriſhed ; who, there- 
fore could not, by any means be ſaid to be weal · 
thy; nay, who probably had little to ſpare from 
their own neceſſities; ** for,” he tells them, ye 
had compaſſion on one in wy bonds, and took 
Joyfully the ſpoiling of your goods.“ 4 
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theſe he exhorts to a liberal diſpoſition; and, if 
theſe were called to it, who is there that can ſay, 
I am free from the obligation? To whom among 
you may I not turn, and ſay, „but to do good, 
and to communicate forget not?” Who among 
you hath been ſo perſecuted for righteouſneſs? ſake, 
as to be plundered and deſpoiled of his goods ? 
God hath left you in the peaceable, and, it may 
be, the plettiful poſſeſſion of them. The ex- 
hortation comes to you then, with additional 
weight; forget not to do good with what God 
hath given and continued to you; the dn fork 
— 2 3 49% 

The: apofMle had been difcourfing largely, in 
the former part of the epiſtle, concerning the 
ſacrifices of the Jewiſh law; ſhewing that, as 
types and ſhadows they pointed to Chriſt, the 
great ſacrifice for fin ; and that being all accom- 
pliſhed in him, they were neceſſatily aboliſhed: 
ſince they had no further uſe, they were to have 
no more place, in the church of God. Bur ſtill, 
he informs us in the verſe preceeding the text, 
that under the chriſtian diſpenſation there are ſa- 
crifices, which it is our duty to offer, and which 
will be accepted and approved, when offered in 
ſimplicity and fincefity of ſoul, through Jeſus 
Chriſt, * By him therefore Tet us offer the [a- 
crifice of praiſe to God continvally, that is the 
fruit of out lips, giving thanks tb his name.“ 
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But though the praife of the lips, offered from 
the heart, is an acceptable ſacrifice, through 
Jeſus Chriſt; God further requires the ſacrifice 
of a portion of our ſubſtance for the reliet of 
our ſuffering fellow-creatures; and aſſures us that 
with this (ſuppoſing it be done ow a Feen 
ciple) he is well pleaſed. a0 | 


By deing good, I ſuppoſe the text to mean, the 
performance of any a# of kindneſs and aſſiſtance 
towards perſons in diftreſs; which duty is in- 
cumbent upon perſons of every rank and condi- 
tion in life; for there is no one, ho poor ſoever 
he may be, who-hath not an opportunity, at one 
time or other, of thus doing good. Mankind 
have ſuch a mutual dependance upon each other, 
that all may need and all may afford, aſſiſtance 
and ſuccour in diſtreſs, The other term, 
communicate, may refer more particularly to that 
kind of relief, which ariſes from diſpenſing 2 
portion of our ſubſtance, in money, food, phy- 
fick or clothing to the poor: this r view is 
eſpecially ſuited to the preſent W 


It ſhould ever be our concern to do good, — 
communicate to others, if it were only from the 
conſideration of our own ſituation in the world, 
and the need of compaſſion we may ourſelves one 
day experience, Who knows to what 9 


129 
and painful changes he may be ſubjected before 
he leaves the world? This ſeems to be the ar- 
gument of the apoſtle in the third verſe of this 
chapter, Remember them that are in bonds, 
as bound with them;“ conceiving of yourſelf 
as in their ſituation, and them which ſuffer ad- 
verſity, as being yourſelves alſo in the body,” 
in a ſtate where you are every hour, liable to 
need the fame compaſſionate remembrance from 


others, which * n, at prefent, claims 
from you. 


But we are under higher obligations to the 
duty recommended in the text. We are to con- 
ſider what God hath done for us, and what he 
righteouſly requires of us. The God of provi- 
dence hath placed ſome in a larger ſphere of uſe- 
fulneſs than others ; hath not only given them - 
greater natural abilities, a better underſtanding 
and capacity, but a larger portion of this world's 
good; what will more than ſupply their own 
neceſſities. And why hath he done this, but that 
they may ſupply the neceſſities of others, conſi- 
dering themſelves as the ſtewards of his providen- 
tial fayours to their inferiors? Why doth God 


give the power to do good, but that men ſhould 
uſe it to that purpoſe ? 


1 It 


( w ] 
It ſhould ſeem, however, by the manner of 


expreſbon in the text, that thoſe who have the 
power to do good and to communicate, are in 
great danger of forgetting this uſe of their poſs 
ſeſhons ; for the apoſtle ſeems to warn chriſtians 
againſt a forgerfſulneſe ; a neglect or omiſſion of this 
daty, for want of due conſideration. Whether 
this be the preciſe idea intended to be conveyed 
by the text or not, it is no improbable ſuppoſition 


that this. may happen. In is no new thing, for 


perſons in proſperity, to forget their fellow 
creatures in adverſity, even when they have been 
under ſame ſpecial obligation to remember and 
relieve them. And it is poſſible; this neglect has 


not proceeded ſo much from re- or in- 
gratitude, as inattention. 


A continual flow of health and ſpirits, and an 


;ncreaſing tide of riches and pleaſure, charm the 
heart away from ſcenes of ſorrow. ' The mind 
hath no time nor diſpoſition to look into the abodes 
of mourning, ſickneſs and want. Theſe ſcenes 
are conceived of as diſturbers of the peace, or a 
check to the purſuits of ſuch a man. But furely 
this temper is highly, diſpleaſing to God. To 
forget the proper purpoſe for which God hath 
proſpered us, to forget thoſe who [anguiſh and 


are ready to periſh for want of a ſmall pittance 
of 
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of our abandance, is the moſt likely way to pro- 
yoke God to withdraw his favours from us, and 
give them to thoſe who will uſe them better; or 
what is more to be dreaded, he may leave us to 
ill up the meaſure of our folly and fin, to drown 
mum 


There is a ſort of inſolenee and triumph in that | 
proſperity, which cauſes men to forget the ſons 
and daughters of affliction, which is highly dif- 
pleaſing in the fight of a holy God. And yet 
bow much is ſquandered away to gratify folly 
and exceſs, which thoſe who are ready to periſh, 
need and implore in vain! ' A woe is denounced 
by the prophet Amos, againſt ſuch as drink wine 
in bowls, and anoint themſelves with the chief 
ointments, but are not grieved for the affliction of 
Joſeph.® The paſſage ſeems to allude to the 
ſtory of Joſeph and the chief butler of Pharaob, 
who were confined in the ſame priſon. Joſeph, 
by interpreting the dream of the butler, foretold 
his reſtoration to the favour of the king ; and 
added, “but think on me when it is well with 
thee, and make mention of me utito Pharaoh, 
and bring one out of this houſe.” But we are 
ee told, that the chief butler did not 
A6 7801 remem- 


Amos vi. 6. 
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der Joſeph, but ſorgot him; 5 he was not 
. for his affliction, vo 


I am for from Ann you, my Brethren, 
with this ungodly proſperity, this thoughtlefs 
diſſipation, which baniſhes every benevolent and 
charitable ſentiment from the breaſt, and cauſes 

| mankind (to ſpeak in the mildeſt terms) 0 forget 
to do good and to communicate, But it might 
be profitable, when you are tempted to indulge 
your appetites beyond what nature requires, to 
think thus with yourſelves, ©* How many of my 
fick and helpleſs fellow-creatures are now ſuffer- 
ing for want of what I am going to throw away, 
to gratify intemperance and produce diſeaſe? 
How ſhall I anſwer for this to him, who hath 
given me more than my neceſſities require, that 
{ may have to give to him that needeth? I will 
now ſave the expence of theſe indulgences ; 1 will 
devote it to the uſe of him that is poor and friend- 
leſs; it ſhall contribute to heal the fick, to feed the 
hungry or clothe the naked.“ This is a reſolution 
worthy of a man and à chriſtian it would ſhey 
that you had not forgotten to do good and to 
communicate;? it would be doing good to others, 
and 1 evil to r V er And O N 
friends, 


& Gen, xi, 27» 
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friends, if every man upon the borders of exceſ⸗ 
were thus to reaſon and to act, how many of the 
ſons and daughters of aMlition would find relief, 
who now ſuffer, and perhaps periſh, for want of it? 
If you will be ſober, diligent and prudent, you 
may be charitable; and if you are pious, you will 
be ſo. 1 would not have any ſhew that they are 
none of theſe, by ſhutting their hands and turning 
away their eyes, when applied to upon this occaſion.” 
Let me be underſtood, however, to mean here only 


ſuch as have ſomething to ſpare of their-own, and 


not of another's in truſt; for to give that which ĩs 
not our own, may rather be called robbery than 
charity. To all ſuch, however, as can honeſtly 
ſpare a part of their property (and it is to be hoped- 
there are few or none here who cannot) the text is 
addreſſed © to do good, and to communicate forget 


not; for with ſuch ſacrifices God is well pleaſed, 5 


Hitherto 1 * argned in favour of a liberal 
and compaſſionate diſpoſition, from our mutual 


relation and dependance; from the nature and 


frequency of our neceſſities: But I would now 
proceed to mention what is, and I truſt will ap- 
pear to you, a ſtronger inducement to this tem- 
per and conduR, than any thing I have yet offer- 
ed; and that is the obligation which the word of 
God, and particularly the precepts and example 
49 -; | of 
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of. Chriſt, lay upon you to exexciſe. compaſign 
to the. neceſſitous. The ſpirit. of the goſpel is 
liberal, generous, and charitable. This ſpirit it 
breaches in almok every page, enforciag it by.the 
nobleſt motives, and the moſt endearing conſide- 
Tations. Let us attend a little to them. 


It is remarked by the apoſtle: Peter, concerning 
our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, chat he went about doing 
good; and that this was his character every 
one muſt acknowledge wha reads the hiſtory, of 
his life. He did not do good indeed with money; 
for we do not find that he ever abounded in 
wealth; but he. diſtributed a kind of bounty 
caſes, gold could not purchaſe. He looſed the 
tongue of the dumb; he opened the ears of- the 
deaf, and the eyes of the blind; he cauſed the 
lame to walk; he cleanſed the lepers ; he healed 
the various diſeaſes of the ſick; yea, raiſed the 
dead to life again. All thefe things Chriſt. per- 
formed from motives of pity; for we are told 
that he was moved with. compaſſion, when- he 
perceived the diſeaſes, the ignorance, and even 
the hunger of the multitude; and in all theſe 
caſes he afforded them immediate relief. _ 
| | * 


Acts x, 38. 


1 
would aſks whether. you, can be the difciples of 
ſuch a Maſter, and refuſe to contribute to the re · 
lief of thoſe. who ate fick and deſtitute, when it is 
in the power of yaur hand to da is 2, | 


We know how. the example, the doctrines and 
precepts of their Maſter operated upon the firſt diſ 
ciples. of Chriſt, when, religion appeared in its. 
greateſt purity, and power. Though in general 
poor and perſecuted, - thoſe of them who had 
more, contributed to thoſe who had leſs. Indeed 
it would be endleſs to. cite examples and precepts 
upon this ſubject from the new Teſtament. 


We are told upon the firſt ſetting up of the 
chriſtian church after the day of Pentecoſt, that 
the multitude of them chat believed were of 
one heart, neither ſaid; any of them that ought 
of the things that he poſſeſſed was his own ; but 
they had all things common.“ „ And, upon hear- 
ing of the difirefſes which were coming upon their | 
brethren in JuCea, the diſciples of Chriſt. at 
| Antioch unanimouſly. agreed. to ſend them relief. 
Then the diſciples, every man according to his 
ability, determined to ſend relief unto the breth- 
ren who dwelt in Judea,” + We fee how preva- 
lent 


Acts ive 32. F xi, 29. 


„ 
lene the ſame ſpirit was among the apoſtles, from 
what St. Paul faith of his conference with Peter, 
and James, and John. Aſter it was mutually 
agreed among them, what department each of 
them ſhould take in propagating the goſpel, they 
were unanimous in their reſolution of ' cultivating 
and promoting a liberal diſpoſition. © Only they 
would,“ faith he, © that we ſhould remember the 
poor, the ſame which I alſo was * to * 


It would be eaſy to . upon the many 
precepts of the new Teſtament, which enjoin this 
diſpoſition to do good and to communicate; but 
the limits of this diſcourſe only allow the mention 
of a very few of them. A very remarkable paſ- 
ſage to our purpoſe occurs in the apoſtle's farewel 
diſcourſe to the elders of Epheſus, wherein he 


reminds them of the duty which he had often 


inculcated upon them; you will find it in Acts xx. 
35. “ Lhave ſhewed you all things, how that fo 
labouring, ye ought to ſupport the weak, and to 
remember the words of the Lord Jeſus, how be 
ſaid, it is more bleſſed to give than to receive.” 
We do not find theſe words in any of our Lord's 
diſcourſes ; but they ſeem to have been treaſured 
up in the memory of the diſciples, as worthy to 

be 


| Gal, ii, 10 


CBI 
be handed down to poſterity ; and there can be 

no doubt, from the. ſpirit which prevailed among 
them, that they remembered them in a practical 
manner. And if we remember and believe them 
too, we ſhall not refuſe to help thoſe who are in 
affliction and diſtreſs, 

It ſeems to have been the practice of the chriſ 
tian church, in the apoſtolic age, to make frequent 
collections for the poor. The apoſtle Paul re- 
commends a ſettled plan to the church of Corinth 
for this purpoſe. ** Now concerning the collec. 
tion for the ſaints, as I have given orders in the 
churches of Galatia, even ſo do ye ; upon the firſt 
day of the week, let every one of you lay by him 
in ſtore as God hath proſpered him, that there be 
no gatherings when I come.“ Nor was the 
charity of the firſt chriſtians confined to the ſaints, 
or thoſe of their own communion, for they were 
commanded to do good as they had opportunity 
unto all men; even to their enemies: if thine 
enemy hunger, feed him; if he thirſt, give him 
drink; nor can we deny that theſe precepts are 
equally obligatory upon ourſelves. If you, then, 
have any reverence for the authority of the ſcrip- 
tures; if you ſo love Chriſt as to keep his com- 


, mandments, 


# x Cor, xvi, 5 0 
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mandments, you will yield to the emotions of pity 


upon this occaſion z for if. any man hath this 
world's good, and ſeeth his brother have need, 
and ſhutteth up his bowels of compaſſion from 
kim, —! ng 09 


| Chriſtians are under the ſtrongeſt obligation 
to be charitable to the poor and needy. They 
have more forcible motives than others fet before 
them. Ye know the grace of our Lord Jef 
Chrift, how that though he was rich, yet for your 
fakes he became poor, that ye through his poverty 
might be made rich.” Do you not calf your- 
ſelves the diſciples, the followers, and immators 
of Chriſt? If you be fo indeed, this conſideration 
will have its weight with you; the remembrance 
of Chrift's compaſhon, will render you com- 
paſhonate ; you will view yourſelves, not as your 
own, but as bought with the price of à Redeem- 
er's blood, and therefore bound to confecrate all 
you have and all you are to his will; which evi- 
dently requires you to do good unto all men as 
ee ed 


You believe in the word of God, and conſe- 


| om errant, cena ſaid to 


them 


$ 1 John ii. 27. 
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them that follow his will, that venture upon his 
word, in the way of their duty, I will never 
leave thee nor forſake thee. Let the unbeliever, 
then, who looks no farther nor higher than the 
ſtate, ſay, © If I give any thing to the 
poor it will be loſt and gone from me for ever, and 
[ ſhall ſo far expoſe myſelf to poverty.” This 
cannot be the ſentiment of any chriſtian; it is ra- 
ther that of an atheiſt, a man without God in the 
world, I hope better things of, you. * Caſt 
thy bread upon the waters,” faith the wiſe man, 
« and thou ſhalt find it after many days.“ Vea, 
our Lord carries your hopes further, “ thou ſhalt 
be recompenſed in the reſurrection of the juſt.” 4 


But, poffibly, an avaricious diſpoſition is ſug- 
geſting ; ſuch an evaſion as the following. © If I 
had greater wealth, I could afford to beſtow a 
trifle; but though I am improving my circum- 
ſtances, they are yet far from being aMfuent ; if 
I ſhould contribute any thing, it would leſſen my 
ſavings, and retard my progrefs in the way to be 
rich.” Hear what our Lord faith to every one 
who inclines to ſuch a ſelfiſh diſpoſition. Take 
heed and beware of covetouſneſs, for a man's 
life confiſteth not in the abundance of the things 


which he poſſeſſeth || Lay not up for yourſelves 
| treaſures 


® Ecclef, xi, 1. 1 Lube xiv, 14 | Luke xii, 15. 
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1 
treaſures upon earth, where moth and duſt doth 
corrupt, and where thieves break through and 
ſteal, * Make unto yourſelves friends of the 
Mammon of unrighteouſneſs, that when ye fail, 
they may receive you into everlaſting habitati. 
ons.” & Liſten not to the voice of covertouſneſ;, 
but ſacrifice it; for with ſuch ſacrifices God i 
well pleaſed. Do not think, however, that doing 
good from any motive is well pleafing to God; 
you might, give all your goods to feed the 'poor, 
and, not having charity, be nothing in his fight, 
Your generofity to the poor muſt proceed from 
love to God and your fellow-creatures, in order 
to its being acceptable. But, on the other hand, 
a a refuſal to part with any thing to relieve the ne- 
| ceſſities of a fellow-creature in diſtreſs, when you 
have more than you need, when you can ſpare it 
out of the conveniencies, and perhapa, out of the 
ſuperfluities of life, is a ſymptom of that ſelfiſh, 
ſordid ſpirit, which the goſpel utterly condemns; 
for we are told that the covetous ſhall not inherit 
. the kingdom of God. 


Poflibly ſome of you may feel yourſelves unwil- 
ling to beſtow any thing in proportion to your 
abilities upon this occaſion, not ſo much becauſe 
you defire to accumulate money, as to ſpend it in 

the 
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the gratification of appetite, fancy or paſſions and 

upon this ground will plead that your own wants 
ought to be firſt ſupplied. But endeavour, my 
Brethren, to make a diſtinQion between real and 
imaginary wants. To the former neither God 
nor man forbid. you to attend; but the latter admit 
of no excuſe, when ſet in competition with the 
neceſſities of the afflicted. 


h 
d 
e 
. 


Enquire then impartially i into che nature of thoſe 
wants which you are inclined, at all events, to 
ſupply. The wants of nature are but few, and 
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and diſſipation, admit of no bounds; the more 
they are indulged, the more importunate and ex- 
travagant are their claims. And think whether, 
at the end of life, it will afford you more ſatisfac- 
tion to reflect that you have lived to yourſelves 
alone, or that you have conſecrated yoar talents to 
the glory of God and the good of men. It would 
ſurely afford ſome alleviation to the afflictions of 
Job, that he could ſay concerning the days of his 
proſperity, “ I was a father to the poor, and the 
blefing of him that was ready to periſh came 


upon me.” + 


But it may be aſked, is it an object of charity 
which you are recommending ? - 


| | I ſhall 
＋ Job XXiX, 13. 16, g 


eaſily ſupplied; but thoſe of intemperance, pride | 
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I ſhall now endeavour to anſwer that queſtion in 
the affirmative, For my own part, I think there 
are few caſes. which ſolicit our aſſiſtance with 
ſtronger evidences in their favour. In many caſe 
we may be applied to for our charitable aſſiſtance, 
and ſee room to ſuſpeR that we may be impoſed 
upon; that our money is in danger of being em- 
ployed to maintain the idle and diſhoneſt, rather 
than to feed the hungry, and relieve the unſortu- 
nate. But what objection of this kind can there be 
in the preſent caſe? Here is an inſtitution, formed 
and eſtabliſhed for the expreſs purpoſe of receiv. 
ing and providing. for poor people who fall ſick, 
and are in ſuch circumſtances that they cannot pay 
a phyſician or ſurgeon to attend them, - They 
can but juſt provide, for themſelves and their fami- 
lies, daily bread, in atime of health; conſequently, 
in fickneſs, even that fails; and they are in danger 
of periſhing, for want of proper diet and phy fick. 
It may be, they want the moſt common convenien- 
cies of life; many of them being confined to cloſe, 
dirty rooms, or damp and unwholeſome cellars; 
and the beſt relief they can get, the ſcanty allow- 


| ance of a pariſh, is very inadequate to their urgent 


wants. Others, it may be, are ſick in a ſtrange 
land, baving ſcarcely a friend within the diſtance 
of ſome hundreds of miles. But, by the charity 
which ſolicits your aſſiſtance this day, multitudes 
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of theſe poor creatures, labouring under all the 
varieties of diſeaſe, want and woe, are provided 

with the beſt accommodations; with open airy 
rooms, where every thing is conducted with order 
and cleanlineſs; where the beſt medical aſſiſtance 
is provided; where men of the firſt character for 
kill .in their profeſſion, willingly afford their afliſte 
ance, without fee or reward. Here the poor ſtran- 
ger finds a home, in the hour of his greateſt cala- 
mity; and every thing is done, which human 
power can do, to reſtore him, and ſend him back 
in health and ſtrength to his former employment, 
by which he may procure an honeſt and indepen- 
dent ſubſiſtence Here the poor who have met 
with tkoſe painful, dangerous accidents to which 
we are all liable, are immediately admitted. 
Here they make the broken bone to rejoice, and 
bind up the bleeding and otherwiſe mortal wound. 
—— Here, too, that mdſt deplorable diſorder, 
lunacy or madnefs, finds an aſylum and a refage. 
Thoſe who muſt otherwiſe be the continual grief 
and terror of their friends, are properly confined, 
and treated in the manner that is beſt calculated to 
reſtore them to their right mind; and, even while 
they continue as they are, their fituation is ren- 
dered as comfortable as their diſorder will allow. 
Can it be at all diſpated whether ſuch an inſtitu- 


tion is nſeful or not? Nees it be aſked if any 
good 
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good be likely to be done by contribuing toward 
its 5 18 ? 


| Rook is little room for impoſture. In common 

caſes, thoſe who are ſent to partake of theſe chari. 
| ties, are recommended by the annual-ſubſcribers, 
who frequently know ſomething of their genen 
character; and whatever their character or con- 
duct may have been, it will be ſoon known, by 
ſendifig them to the Infirmary, whether their if. 
order be real or not. Men of the greateſt ſkill in 
their profeſſion cannot be impoſed upon by pre- 
tended tales of fickneſs ; not to ſay that mary of 
the patients who are ſent, labour under diſorders 
which it requires no kill in phy ſick or fargery to 
perceive, are caſes of real diſtreſs * 1 
1 . 


Nor is this che only ey er with, which 
theſe charities come recommended to our regard. 
A perſon, who deſires to do good by relieving the 
poor, eſpecially in ſickneſs, which is the ſeaſon in 
which they ſtand moſt in need, cannot do it with 
ſo much advantage as by contributing to an 
Infirmary. Aoy ſum of money. will go perhaps 
ten times as far in this way, as the ſame will when 
laid out in providing for the cure of a poor ſick 
perſon in a private way: I mean ſuppoſing him to 

have 
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have the ſame advantages and conveniencies pro- 
vided for him at home. The attendance of the 
phyſician or ſurgeon muſt then be paid for; be- 
ies which, many other conveniencies muſt be 
procured, which none in a ſtate of abſolute poverty 
poſſeſs. But in the other caſe, the ſkill of the 
ibleſt phyficians and ſurgeons is beſtowed gratis; 
and we may further aſſert, that every article of a 
medicinal nature, is there procured at the loweſt 
price, and the beſt of the kind provided; to which 
we may add, that medicines purchaſed in large 
quantities to ſupply a great number of patients, 
need not any part of them be loſt. Thus have 1 
laid before you a fair ſtate of the caſe, to prove 
that the preſent object hath a claim upon your 
liberality. There ſeems no room for a pretence 
that it doth not-deſerve your regard, or that there 
1s not even the ttrongeſt probability that you will 
be inſtrumental, r as you contribute, 
to do good. 


8 


ere 


There is but one queſtion more to be anſwered, 
and that is this: do theſe charities, allowing them 
to be highly beneficial to the public, need our 
aſſiſtance ? Have not the managers of them 
enough already in their hands to anſwer the pur- 
poles deſigned by them? An anſwer to this 
queſtion muſt reſt upon the ſtate of the caſe, as 
many 


126 
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Zy theſe accounts (the authenticity of 
which, there is not the ſmalleſt reaſon to doubt) 
it appears that, through the prodigious increals 
of inhabitants in Manones rar and ite neigh. 
bourhood, - and the 'growing reputation of the 
manage ment of the Infirmary, Diſpenſary, Lunatic 
Hoſpital and 'Afyhum, the number of patient 
hath - exceedingly inctenſed within the laſt few 
years; no leſs than 1178 more patients wert 
admitted in the laſt year, than in any preceedie- 
one; the whole number aonntng to 6021, 
On this account it was found neceſfary to ere 
new buildings, . wth a” conſiderable 
expence; and it is 6aſy” te conceive, that un 
additional expenditure in other reſpects, m 
follow fach an extraordinary increaſe of patients, 
Theſe circumſtances have, in a great degtee, 
exhauſted the funds raiſed for the ſupport of theſe 
charities, and have rendered it neceſſary for the 
managers to ſolicit the aſſiſtance of the public at 
large; and with theſe ſolicitations: the public 
ſeem inclined chearfully to comply. I hope you 
will not diſfent from. the public voice, To be 
lingular in ſome caſes is an honour ; but in this it 
would be a diſgrace. It may be ſome now here, 
or at leaſt ſome of their dear friends and relatives, 
have experienced the benefit of theſe * 
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and many more may need that aſſiſtance, which 
ſo many have already enjoyed, from this wiſe 
and benevolent plan for the relief of the poor, 
in the time of their greateſt neceſſity. 


I ſhall conclude in the words of the apoſtle to 
the Corinthians. But this I ſay, he which 
ſoweth ſparingly ſhall reap ſparingly, and he 
which ſoweth bountifully ſhall reap bountifully ; 
every man, according as he hath purpoſed in his 
heart, ſo let him give, not grudgingly or of 
neceſſity ; for God loveth a chearful giver; and 
God is able to make all grace abound, toward you, 
that ye, always having all ſufficiency in all things, 
may abound unto every good work. Now he 
that miniſtereth ſeed to the ſower, both miniſter 
bread for your food, and multiply your ſeed ſown, 
md increaſe the fruits of your righteouſneſs.” 
Amen, 


THE END, 
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